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We all knew this year’s Light + Building would 
be smaller than before, with a different mix 
of exhibitors, but as a lighting designer the 
opportunity was invaluable and long-overdue – to 
get hands on and up close with the tools of our 
trade, tap into the latest thinking, explore new 
brands, and meet people (new and known) with 
shared interests in a forum of this scale (yes it was 
smaller, but still huge!) 
This year’s themes were Green Deal & 
Sustainability, Electrification & Digitalisation, 
and Light & Design. There were definitely a few 
bold claims about sustainability, but also some 
different twists – easily replaceable parts and 
upgradable components (not as prevalent as it 
could have been), others focussing on minimising 
waste (in the production/packing/transportation 
and installation), more natural materials, re-use 
of materials – many things becoming smaller 
(meaning also less material/waste/transportation 
impact/cost). There was a focus on luminaires 
being more efficient, not only in terms of providing 
more light, but with greater efficiency and control. 
Also noticeable (perhaps assisted by the wider 
adoption of more human-centric standards, such 
as the WELL standard?) was an increased focus on 
the user, controllability, and glare management. 
There are always some nice unique features, 
innovations, and problem-solvers to discover when 
our industry comes together like this – so with this 
in mind, here are some of our highlights…
Artemide had lots of new design partnerships and 
collections on display, including some very efficient 
functional lights, A39/HOY (balancing efficiency 
with glare control), and several families of lighting 
equipment that have options for use indoors or out 
– such as the Funivia rope track, and Unterlinden 
to name a couple, which were displayed to good 
effect.
The Bega stand was a magnificent presence 
in Hall 3 and didn’t disappoint with many new 
products following the Bega philosophy of robust 
equipment, designed to last, and live on. Highlights 
here were its Zoom Optics (adjustable zoom), 

the Bug-Saver Technology (to adapt colour 
temperature + spectral distribution of light for 
particular times or seasons), some impressive Low 
Glare Optics and very nice finishes/enhancements 
available on its Bega/Aubrilam columns (including 
many variants of beautiful wooden finish and 
inserts)
The Casambi stand was always busy, hosting one 
of the conference stages they also presented some 
soon to be launched interface options including 
the Casambi Pro Desktop Commissioning Tool to 
help plan and pre-commission remotely (to speed 
up and optimise the commissioning process). 
Pharos was also launching new front-end 
capability with its Expert range and interfaces (with 
customisable control, editable states, offering real-
time simulations, and event scheduling).
Speaking of Casambi, the very tiny “smallest 
Casambi-enabled miniature spotlight” was 
displayed by corporate friends as part of its C1 
Mini C miniature track system, which allows fixtures 
to be dimmed altogether on the track, individually 
using a magnetic tool or via the addressable 
Casambi-enabled module. Also, with opportunities 
for sensor activation, for maximum impact (saving 
energy and enhancing the experience). 
Light-on-Demand is becoming a hot topic as 
the desire to control and energy use increases. 
ESave provides a very neat and flexible system of 
hardware and software to help facilitate this, and 
I had an opportunity to play with its SLC HUB/
SL-GATEWAY and some live simulations, which 
use a modular mesh network to provide adaptive 
and responsive lighting, and also provide data 
management.
Some really well executed slim and slender backlit 
surfaces and systems were on display from Folio, 
including its Roof system (with neatly integrated 
multi-source luminaires in various combinations – 
flush recessed, track, spotlights, and other inserts).
Another notable presence this year was the 
LEDFlex stand, which was beautifully executed 
to showcase some of its latest offerings. Hard 
to miss was the RGBW Ultimo Neon display 

CoolKitList

The returning Light + Building has also seen the 
revival of the CoolKitList from Kevin Grant, Design 
Principal of Light Alliance. Here, he breaks down 
some of his favourite finds from the show.
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(with incremental control), which seemed rather 
more elegant and easier on the eye than some 
of the other ‘dynamic lighting effects’ on display 
elsewhere – the product is IP68 rated and resistant 
to UV/Saltwater/Solvent/Flame and can be 
controlled in increments of <167mm, so ticking 
lots of boxes for applications where this type 
of product may be required. The Rigid Grazer 
provides powerful light output from very compact 
dimensions and with clever optics to ensure it 
can be positioned very close to the surface being 
illuminated (without any hotspots, scallops, or glare 
beyond the beam). The Flexi Grazer 2D+3D could 
be a problem-solver for some of the demands 
presented by the organic flowing forms that many 
of the architects we work with seem to enjoy 
creating nowadays.
Adaptable and upgradable luminaires were 
on show from LEDLuks, including the Dry and 
Camaleo products that allow for elements to be 
adjusted, adapted and skins to be changed or 
upgraded (to vary the shape/material/appearance, 
or optical distribution). LEDLUKS also presented 
its Augment Reality App, allowing the user to 
configure their products and see them virtually, in 
real time, using their own smartphone, or similar. 
Lightnet provided an exemplar display of the 
capabilities of Liquid Line and Ringo Star by 
combining these into continuous sinusoidal forms, 
which led the way into its stand, snaked across 
the floor, climbed the walls, formed illuminated 
tables, chandeliers, and even a tree like example 
of the type of twists bends and shapes that can 
be formed. (Each of which has a laser etched part 
code incidentally – so if one part ever did need 
replacing, that code identifies the body mould, 
light source, diffuser, and all attached components 
on either side – to ensure an easy replacement in 
future if as/required – very clever).
D-Wave by Linea Light is a flexible two-axis 
lighting system (the recyclable composite material 
used, its profile has a full-length internal pass-
through compartments, making it possible to 
insert, wiring and keep it protected – so offering 
a flexible solution to provide functional light or 
feature where installations may otherwise be 
challenging. 

&CO/LLECTION by LND (Landa) displayed some 
nice examples of neatly integrated natural wooden 
luminaires with concealed optics. 
Meyer was showing off new products and some 
neat evolutions of existing product ranges, but 
the stand outs for us were the Monospot Low 
Glare Optic and the Nanodot handrail lighting 
system (with ‘fool-proof installation system’ and 
low glare optics which can throw up to four-metre 
asymmetric light distribution).
In Hall 8 there were so many firms offering 
innovative component part features, injection 
moulding, die casting, a plethora of profiles, and 
optical systems but one standout was Nanoptiqs 
– offering precise light management from its 
compact and miniature beam shaping optics – they 
can be applied to linear arrays, profiles or point 
sources and tailored to suit different LED size, 
pitch, and the distance from source can also be 
optimised – to maintain the desired distribution, 
appearance and form factor.
OM Lighting presented the impressive Tua bollard 
with long throw and no-glare, and the Octo tiny 
aperture downlights with Bartenbach low glare 
optics.
Bell from Simes is a family of elegant mains-
voltage wall lights, pendants, and bollards (so 
no drivers to hide) with a range of colours and 
accents. There were lots of interesting products 
on the Simes stand this year, but another two 
favourites were Flower adjustable zoomable 
spotlights, and also the IP System – an IP65 
plug-in lighting system, with a continuous silicone 
diffuse lit element, and various plug-in luminaires 
that can be added as and where required (spot 
lights, downlights, and pendants). The connection 
mechanism ensures IP65 rating, or IP54 where any 
items have been removed.
TecsoLED was mainly showing nicely integrated 
compact luminaires, including the Julia II – options 
for direct and/or indirect light with shielded low-
glare optics and integral DALI control gear in a very 
compact footprint of only 35 x 45mm.
You can see our full breakdown of the latest and 
greatest from Light + Building 2022 in the LA 
CoolKITList on our website. 
www.lightalliance.com
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